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I wonder if you 
are as tired as I 
am of the news 
media's constant 
emphasis on 
doom and gloom 
bad news. Well, it 
isn't happening 

here. Things at our Millbrae Library 
and with the Friends of the Millbrae 
Library are just fine. Attendance at the 
many adult and children's programs 
and events offered to our members and 
patrons has never been better or more 
enthusiastically received. And, during 
this tough economic spell the price of 
attendance is right. It's FREE!

We are so pleased to welcome Ruth 
Stout as a new member of the FriendsÕ 
Board of Directors. She brings her 
many years of library experience to the 
Board. As most of our readers know, 
Ruth was Millbrae Library's Branch 
Manager for many years and did a 

wonderful job. Now, Ruth has set up 
and manages the Friends on-line book 
sales on Amazon.com Book Sales. 
When a book is donated to us and can't 
be used in the library's collection or is 
more valuable than those in our usual 
book sales it is sold on Amazon and the 
proceeds are deposited automatically 
into our account.

Congratulations to Mary Griffin 
Ramseur who was inducted into the San 
Mateo County Woman's Hall of Fame by 
the County Board of Supervisors' 
Commission on the Status of Women. 
Mary is a former Millbrae Council 
Member, Mayor, and County Supervisor. 
Mary is a retired educator, She and Walt 
are long-time members and supporters of 
Friends of the Millbrae Library. 

Hats off to Andrea Lumanlan and the 
rest of our library staff and patrons. 
Our library is the recipient of the 
County Board of Supervisors' Green 
Business Award. (Continued on page 2) 

FML     News

THE M ILLBRAE LIBRARY "  A GREEN BUSINESS

The Millbrae Library was presented with a Green Business 
Certificate by the Bay Area Green Business Program at the 
Millbrae City Council meeting on February 24th, 2009. Also 
received was a Green Business logo to display at the entrance. 

Sandy Wee, Millbrae Library Branch Manager and Andrea 
Lumanlan, Circulation Supervisor, accepted the recognition. 
Andrea worked with Millbrae Recycling Assistant, Krista 
Kuehnhackl and Danielle Lee, Resource Conservation 
Specialist of San Mateo County to ensure that the library 
building and staff met specific criteria of the energy 
conservation, water conservation, solid waste reduction, 
recycling and pollution prevention checklists for an office/

retail establishment. Examples include using at least 35% post-
consumer paper products, installing low-flow aerators on 
faucets in the building, and recycling everything from paper 
products to landscape trimmings.

The Library further encourages conservation by posting 
signs over public printers and copiers reminding people to 
ÒThink Before You PrintÓ and by providing battery recycling 
containers.    

In addition, the Millbrae Library incorporates the spirit of 
recycling into its children's programs by offering an incentive 
to children who bring their own mug to the popular Fridays At 
4 CafŽ story time.

PRESIDENT ÕS LETTER                                     By Bob Mi!er

Outdoor Bargain Book Sale   ¥    Saturday April 25, 2009   
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

A NNUAL OPEN BOARD M EETING

Friends of the Millbrae Library 
members are cordially invited to our 

Annual Open Board Meeting 
on Thursday, May 28, 2009 at 10:30 AM 

in the Library's Program Room 

During the election of officers, you are 
entitled to vote for the 2009-2010 officers

Nominations for 2009-2010 are:
Bob Miller, President
Marty Abramson, Vice President
Wendy Maynard, Secretary
Mel Pincus, Treasurer

Members at large:
Harry Aubright        Susan Bianucci
Mary Chu      Carmen Delano 
Bernie Esser     Joanne McMahon 
Suzanne Medrano     Doris Morse 
Richard Peairs  Lolly Pineda 
Judi Sullivan  Ruth Stout
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H OW LIBRARIES ARE BUILT : COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT AT THE SAN M ATEO COUNTY LIBRARY

By Greg Bodin, Library Services Manager for Co!ections and Cataloging

The San Mateo County Library Collections and Cataloging 
Department coordinates the selection, purchase and 
cataloging of books, DVDs, CDs magazines, and other 
materials for all 12 County Library branches, as well as the 
Bookmobile. There are several steps in the process of 
acquiring an item for a library and making it easy for users to 
find and enjoy.

The first step is to decide what to purchase for the library. 
Librarians select items for all branches plus the Bookmobile.  
Decisions about what items to purchase are made using a 
variety of tools.  The most important tool is patron feedback.  
Patrons can provide feedback informally by telling library 
staff about items they would like to see in the collection.  In 
addition, patrons can provide formal feedback via the 
Library's online purchase suggestion page:

http://www.smcl.org/about/contact/purchase.htm  
Suggestions received by library staff and via the online 

form are then considered for purchase based on San Mateo 
County's Collection Development Policy.  In addition to 
providing valuable feedback regarding specific items in 
which Library patrons have an interest, patron feedback also 
helps selectors determine collection trends and helps to fill-in 
collection gaps.  Librarians also rely on pre-publication lists 
from vendors to learn about materials that will soon be 
available. Professional review journals and databases help 
determine the quality of materials and identify good materials 
for purchase.  Finally, librarians rely on popular media such 
as the New York Times Review of Books and Entertainment 
Weekly for new titles and recommendations.

How many copies to purchase is another important step in 
the process of building a library collection.  This decision is 
typically based on statistics such as branch item circulation 
and number of patron visits, as well as library physical space 
limitations and the population of the community served by 
the library branch.  Other data which determine quantity 
includes demographics such as age and ethnic groups.  For 
example, libraries serving communities with a large number 

of elementary school students will get larger quantities of 
juvenile titles.  Finally, staff and patron feedback play a role 
in quantities of materials selected.  Selectors will adjust 
quantities based on feedback about the popularity of a subject 
area or material type.

The San Mateo County Library emphasizes popular 
browsing collections that support the education and 
entertainment needs of County Library patrons.  Popular 
browsing collections include best-sellers, feature films and 
popular music.  A robust resource sharing system allows 
county patrons to have access to special collections available 
at other public, university and special libraries in San Mateo 
County, California and the United States.  By utilizing a 
service called Interlibrary Loan (ILL) specialized academic 
titles, business materials, and research resources can be 
requested on behalf of patrons from other libraries throughout 
the country.

Once items are selected, they are typically ordered from 
book distribution vendors who provide such services to 
libraries and bookstores.  An advantage of using a book 
distribution vendor is that libraries are often able to negotiate 
a volume-purchase discount.    In addition to providing the 
material, these vendors typically furnish some type of 
physical processing such as durable plastic covers, barcodes, 
etc., which allow the new purchases to be shelf-ready and 
more durable for library use.

Before the item arrives at the Library for use by patrons it 
is cataloged and classified by Library staff so that it is easy to 
find.  Staff determines the subject headings that describe the 
item, add call numbers so that the item can be located on the 
shelf, and enter the item's information in the online public 
access catalog so patrons can search for the item by title, 
author, subject, or keyword.  

The San Mateo County Library encourages patron 
feedback to build a better library collection.  For questions or 
to learn more contact Greg Bodin, Library Services Manager 
for Collections and Cataloging, at (650) 312-5276 or by 
email:   bodin@smcl.org.

SEMIANNUAL B IG BOOK AND M EDIA SALE
Friday, June 5- 3:00 to 6:00 PM      ¥     Admission $5.00 or Friends Membership

Saturday, June 6, 9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM     ¥      Free Admission
Sunday, June 7-1:00 to 3:00 PM     ¥       Bag-of- Books $5.00

PRESIDENT ÕS M ESSAGE    ¥    Continued "om page 1

 Our library was the recipient of the County Board of Supervisors' Green Business Award. A commemorative plaque and 
decals highlighing the achievement were presented by Mayor Gottschalk at the November 24th City Council meeting. 
Accepting the honor were Millbrae Library Branch Manager, Sandy Wee and Circulation Supervisor, Andrea Lumanlan, 
who spearheaded the "greening" effort. Congratulations.

Again, I ask that each reader be a membership recruiter for FML. Please encourage your friends, relatives and neighbors to 
join with us. As members, they can be as active as they wish, but they are not obligated to do anything (except pay nominal 
dues). They are encouraged to participate in any of our many activities of our library. See our incentive for recruiting a new 
member in Membership Matters. Sign-up forms are available at the Library or can be downloaded from our website:

    http://www.millbraelibraryfriends.org.  

http://www.smcl.org/about/contact/purchase.htm
http://www.smcl.org/about/contact/purchase.htm
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=bodin%40smcl.org
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=bodin%40smcl.org
http://www.millbraelibraryfriends.org
http://www.millbraelibraryfriends.org
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GENEALOGY DATABASES                               By Warren Netz

Here are some useful genealogy websites and library databases.

ANCESTRY.COM LIBRARY EDITION (LIBRARY DATABASE)
http://www.smcl.org/research/databases.asp
The most comprehensive online source of information for conducting genealogical research, with more than 4 
billion names in over 4,000 databases. Must be used in the library, no remote access available.  Includes census 
records, birth, marriage, death records, immigration records, vital and church records, military records, and 
court, land, and probate records, and more.  

HERITAGEQUEST  (LIBRARY DATABASE)                                                                                                                                                                  
http://www.smcl.org/research/databases.asp                                                                                                                                      
Selected resources for genealogical and historical research that can be accessed either in the library, or remotely 
with a San Mateo County library card. Includes census records, books, articles, Revolutionary War records, and 
more.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

CYNDI 'S LIST OF GENEALOGY SITES ON THE INTERNET
http://www.cyndislist.com/
A mega-index of all genealogical websites - over 95,000 listed. Arranged in an easy-to-use alphabetical order by 
subjects such as adoption, vital records, or country and ethnicity.

FAMILY SEARCH
This Mormon family research site allows people to search the IGI (International Genealogical Index), Ancestral 
File, and the holdings of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, among other things. The IGI is a database 
of births, deaths and marriages from around the world gleaned from primary sources. These include church 
records and town records, as well as secondary sources, such as printed genealogies and town histories. The Ancestral 
File is the database of submissions of family trees to the Mormons. The Family History Library is the premier 
genealogical library in the United States. 

SAN MATEO COUNTY [CA] GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
This is the Web site for the San Mateo County Genealogical Society which maintains a small collection and offers 
help from volunteers. Their Web site includes information on classes and workshops, meetings, and publications. 

SUTRO LIBRARY INFORMATION 
http://www.onelibrary.com/Library/calslsut.htm 
With the largest collection of genealogy materials in the Bay Area, The Sutro Library is the genealogical 
depository for and a division of the California State Library. Among the holdings are thousands of family 
genealogies, as well as historical records of the states. Since the library lacks its own website, this independent 
site provides essential information about the library and its collections, including instructions on how to access 
the catalog online. 

GENFORUM
The largest and most popular genealogical forum on the Internet. One can post messages under specific surnames 
and search the messages already listed. A good way to find other researchers with a common interest. 

ROOTSWEB.COM
Now a subsidiary of Ancestry.com, this site includes links to many genealogy tools and resources, databases, 
mailing lists and message boards.

                                                                                                                                                                        

The Board of the Friends 
thanks the San Mateo County 

Library System for its 
assistance in arrangements

 for public events

¥    Millbrae California    ¥
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CHILDRENS Õ EVENTS  
Spring 2009

STORYTIMES
 

Pajama Preschool Storytime
Tuesday evenings Ð 7:00 PM

Through May 5
Wear your pajamas, if you like

For children ages 3-6. 

Toddler Time Storytime
Wednesday mornings Ð 10:30 AM

Through May 6
For ages 2-3 years old, with a 

caregiver

Bilingual Chinese/English
Preschool Storytime

Thursday mornings Ð 10:30 AM

Through May 7
For children ages 3-6 

(All languages welcome!)
 

Babies and Books Storytime
Friday mornings Ð 9:30 AM

Through May 8
For ages 0-2, with a caregiver

Fridays @ Four Cafe
Friday afternoons Ð 4:00 PM

Through May 8
Bring your own cup 

for cocoa or lemonade
For school-aged children 

ages 6 and up
 

F AMILY EVENTS  
Spring 2009

BUBBLEMAN !

Tuesday, April 21 Ð 7:00 PM

The one and only, the original 
Bubbleman, Louis Pearl, returns 
with big bubbles, little bubbles, 
baby bubbles, bubbles inside of 
bubbles, round bubbles, square 

bubbles

Mother's Day Crafts
Saturday, May 2 Ð 10:00 AM

Kids 7-12 years old are invited 
to create a special Mother's Day 

gift.  All supplies will be provided. 
Space limited. Must pre-register, 

beginning April 11.

F OR T EENS
Spring 2009

T3: Teens @ Three-Thirty
Every Wednesday

Through May 21st in the Library 
Meeting Rooms

Dates Subject To Change
 Due To Room Availability

1st Wednesday of the Month: 
Board games

2nd Wednesday of the month: 
Wii games

3rd Wednesday of the month: 
Movies

4th Wednesday of the month: 
Surprise event

A DULT EVENTS
Spring 2009

   COMPUTER PROGRAM : 

GOOGLE MAPS

Monday, March 30, 10:00 AM 
Learn to use this free online mapping 

service.

PARENTING WORKSHOP: 
BRINGING ALL FAMILIES 

TOGETHER
ÒItÕs Not Fair 

YouÕre Ruining My Life! 
Effective Limit-SettingÓ

Wednesday, April 22, 7:00 PM

For more information about this 
series of workshops in the county 

libraries visit:   SMCL.ORG

FENG SHUI YOUR SPRING 
GARDEN

Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 PM 
Presented by Ho Lynn 

 Feng Shui
Teacher, lecturer and consultant

 
ADULT SUMMER READING 

PROGRAM    
Be Creative 
Begins June 1         

Look for creative, summer activities 
and books to read

Programs, raffles, and book 
recommendations 

WII FOR ADULTS

Thursday, June 25, 7:00 PM

Find out what Wii is all about    
Have fun trying one of the creative 

programs during the upcoming 
Adult Summer Reading Program

Drop!In Chess
Chess will continue every Monday 
evening from 6 to 8 in the 
Homework Center. 

Players of all skill levels come each 
week to enjoy a game. We do not rank players and do not 
run tournaments, but play for the challenge and fun of it. 
Instruction is available. This is a game you will play your 
entire life!
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! PAGE 5

M EMBERSHIP M ATTERS

by Suzanne Medrano

Your membership support is greatly 
appreciated and we thank our many 
members who renewed promptly this 
year. If your newsletter address label 
carries the legend ÒPlease renew your 
membershipÓ, your renewal for this year 
has not yet been received and we hope 
you will consider continuing your 
Friend'ship for 2009. We couldn't do it 
without you. Together the Friends 
continue to make the library shine!

As an incentive for Bringing a 
Friend as a new member, FML is 
offering a coupon for a free book of 
your choice, up to $10, from the FML 
Book Store. Just have the new member 
write Referred by ÒYour NameÓ on their 
membership application. Coupons will 
be mailed to you.

We Gratefully Acknowledge Gifts 
Sponsor Level and Above

 
January " March 2009

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Agresti
Hervey Aldridge
Don Banks
Stella Batha
Tullio & Jeanne Bertini
Susan & Frederick Bianucci
Jane Blair
Allen Brown
Jenny Carp
Yim F. Chiu
Carolyne Cohn
Miriam Culjak & Robert Silber
Don & Valerie Dambrosio
Norma & Bruno Davis

Carmen Delano
Mr. & Mrs. John DeMarco
Mary Di Cicco
Ted & Dorothy Dimitre
Bill Edson
Anna Fairbank
Mr. & Mrs. Fred H. Farmer
Nancy L. Freeman
Josephine Gaedeke
The Gayer Family
Marian Goldman
Jo Ann M. Grasso
Richard C, Hegarty
Carol Held
Ora A. Holter
Merrilyn Huie
Gloria Inserra
Bayla & Karen Jacobson
Peter & Athena Konstan
Don Laclergue
Patricia H. Lam
Louisa Lau
Maureen Lum
Bernice E. Malloy
Joanne McMahon
Lewis & Ramona Mercer
Katharine Mobley
Doris & Leslie Morse
Judi Mosqueda
Connie Naughten
Lolly Pineda
Gennie Posluch
Jack Rainey
Don Revelo & Family
Jo-Mary Rohde
Vanda G. Schenone
Dick & Jackie Schneider
Jean & Kenneth Shelley
Karlyn Sugai
Kathy Re Terranova
James & Arline Van Ness
Mary Elizabeth Watters

PROGRAMS D ELIGHTED 

A TTENDEES L AST M ONTH

Nancy Locke created many beautiful flower arrangements while 
explaining this fascinating art form during her program on 

Ikebana Flower Arranging.

Local author, Detective-Novelist Wayne Farquhar signs a copy 
of his latest book, Blood Over Badge, for FML Board 

Member, Doris Morse, at a reception last month 

SPECIAL GIFT F UND D ONORS    

JANUARY "  M ARCH  2009
Mary Alexander

Glade A. Beresford 
Grace and Dick Billman

Carolyne Cohn
Gail Costa

Harriet Friedman  
Arthur N. Gilbert  
Wendy Maynard

Teresa Sweeney & William Nikovits, Jr
George Trombulak 

George P. Wing 
Raymond & Dawn Zaptetal

BOOK D ISCUSSIONS CALENDAR    

A PRIL "  JULY  
By Maryste!a Flyn"

April 6 
Peace Like a River 

by Leif Enger 
Leader: Sally Bebek

May 4 
The Glass Castle: A Memoir 

by Jeanette Walls 
Leader: Lolly Pineda

June 1
 Indian Summer: The Secret 

History of the End of an 
Empire 

by Alex Von Tunzelman 
Leader: MaryStella Flynn

July 6
Run 

by Ann Patchett 
Leader: Norma Davis
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Friends of the Millbrae Library

1 Library Avenue

Millbrae, CA  94030-1853

GETTING TO KNOW JENNIFER M EDRANO , LIBRARY ASSISTANT

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

Paid
Permit No. 27

Millbrae, CA 94030

Millbrae Library's newest Library 
Assistant is Jennifer Medrano. If her 
face seems familiar, it's because 
Jennifer has been participating in 
activities at the Millbrae Library since 
she was a youngster. She remembers 
helping Children's Librarian, Ginny 
McLain with Storytime, passing out 
prizes and holding puppets. 

Born and raised in Millbrae, she 
attended local schools and graduated 
from Mills High School. In her senior 
year in high school, Jennifer began 
working as a library aide. Jennifer 
found the flexible schedule perfect 
while attending classes at Community 
College. Then she realized that she truly 
enjoyed working at the library and 
didn't want to leave. So, she applied and 
was hired as Library Assistant.

You'll often find Jennifer at the 
Accounts Desk, but she has other 
responsibilities such as keeping the CD 
collection clean. One of her most 
challenging jobs is being the Teen 
Liaison for Teens-@-3:30 on 
Wednesdays. This is a fairly new 

program for Junior High and High 
School students. Jennifer is learning 
what the teens like as she supervises 
games such as Wii. She finds working 
with high school students especially 
enjoyable. As the program evolves, she 
foresees adding art classes with displays 
of finished work, anime, and more 
computer time to the teen program.

Jennifer continues to attend classes 
at Community College and has an 
interest in varied types of art. She enjoys 
working with her hands and is skilled in 
making jewelry, creating metalwork, 
sewing, as well as drawing and painting. 

These are all talents that she is willing 
to share with teens and make her an ideal 
supervisor for the teen program.

Next time you're at the Accounts 
Desk, say hello to Jennifer Medrano.

Is ÒY!r NameÓ here, web browser?

It could be if you joined The Friends of the 
Millbrae Librar y in their work of helping our 
splendid Library and its Sta# in their essential 
work for the whole community.

Check Membership Matters  on Page 5 . . .
and See You at the Library!


